Dear Parent and Students,

Welcome to eighth grade English!  Beginning my fourth year teaching at Lakeshore Middle School, I am approaching the year with high expectations and enthusiasm.  Our district’s challenge this year is continuing to move from “Good to Great,” and this goal will be incorporated into the middle school building, the Starz team activities, and the English classroom.  

This year is going to be an exciting one, but I believe in order for the year to be successful, communication must occur between student, parent, and teacher.  The best way to contact me is through email at vcarr@remc11.k12.mi.us and you are welcome to check out my website at http://8thgradeenglishiscool.weebly.com.  I want to give you the chance to examine some of my teaching beliefs, and I have answered some commonly asked questions.  Pay attention—something is required of you at the end, and you may have a quiz on this material.

What do you cover in English 8?
The middle school follows an integrated language arts approach to teaching English which is the combination of speaking, writing, listening, and reading skills into one category or subject matter.  Literature will serve as our primary textbook.
What is the writing process?
All writers engage themselves in a process when they write.  Writing is not as simple as putting words down on paper and then being done.  There are five stages to this ongoing process: 1. Prewriting- planning or rehearsing what you will write.  2. Drafting-getting ideas down in written form.  3. Revising- taking another look at one’s work.  4. Proofreading- preparing the piece for publication.  5. Publishing- sharing with the intended audience.  This process will be emphasized in English 8 and is the focus of the writing section of the MEAP in the fall.

How often will writing occur?
Both students and teacher will be writing every day.  Writers follow a fundamental rule which is stated in the following manner: “Never a day without a line.”  We will be generating ideas for writing, working on drafts of our pieces, revising and editing our works, responding to what we read, and finding ways to get our writing published.

How often will reading occur?
Both student and teacher will read every day.  Some things will be read as a class, and some things will be read individually.  There will be required reading outside of class, and we will be completing activities that will enrich our reading experience.

What is needed for 8th grade English?

You will need a notebook, folder, or binder for this class (and this class only) because there are several things that you are responsible for keeping track of:
· Writer’s Notebook:  These are journal topics that will be written in class and will serve as springboards into larger writing assignments for your portfolio.  The entries will be collected and graded after ten have been completed.

· Reading Journal:  This is where you will respond to what you are reading.  The requirement is to read for thirty minutes and write one-half of a page on what you read.  This should be done two nights a week with at least one page per week written in your journal.  I will collect the journal entries near the end of the marking period.  Most students prefer a separate writer’s notebook and reading journal.  (More information on this will follow.)

· Graded Papers:  Until you receive a mid-marking period report, keep graded papers in your class folder.  This is your only way to double-check that grades have been recorded.   

· Other items to keep: homework assignments, Get Started Activities, reference sheets, old tests (anything on colored paper means KEEP).

Always bring something to read to class and your agenda.  
Come prepared to write, share, teach, and grow.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.

Parent(s):  On the bottom of this page, please write back, telling me anything I need to know to help your son or daughter succeed.  I also welcome any questions or comments you may have.  Please sign the letter.

Student:  If you have comments or questions that you would like to express, please do so and then sign and return the letter to me.  This is your first assignment of the year and it is due tomorrow (September 9).










Sincerely,










Mrs. Carr









English 8

_____________________________(please cut here)__________________________

We have read the classroom letter and understand the English 8 guidelines and expectations.

Students name (printed)___________________(signature)_____________________

Parents name   (printed)___________________(signature)_____________________

What information do I need to know in order to ensure that we all have a successful year in English 8?

Name:________________

Date:  ________________

Hour: ________________

English 8 Quiz

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1. What are the five stages of the writing process in the correct order?
2. How often will be reading and writing?
3. What are two things that you are to keep in your English notebook?

4. What is your ___________________teacher’s name?

5. What is the district/classroom/building goal for this year?

