Use this as a bookmark to help you keep track of the characters.  Fill it out as you go and as your opinion changes.    
    First Impressions      Midway Impressions      Ending Impressions

	Stacey


	
	
	

	Christopher John


	
	
	

	Cassie


	
	
	

	Little Man


	
	
	

	TJ


	
	
	

	Mama


	
	
	

	Papa


	
	
	

	Big Ma


	
	
	

	Mr. Morrison


	
	
	


Name:

Hour:

Applying the Chapter 1 Vocabulary

Admonished: to give a warning (4)

Sharecropping: to work someone else’s land for part of the profits (5)

Emaciated: to be very thin (7)

Morosely: a sullen or gloomy disposition/attitude (9)

Amiably: having a friendly or social disposition/attitude (9)

Undaunted: not discouraged

Tarpaulin: a heavy cloth used to cover something for protection (18)

Pensively: dreamy, sadly thoughtful, reflective (5)

Motley: dirty, torn, marked up (18)

Temerity: to have nerve, to be daring or bold (20)

Chignon: a hair style, hair tied in knot at the back of the neck (25)

Answer the questions below.

1. When would a teacher give you an admonishing look? _____________________

2. Who sharecrops in the story? ______________________

3. Draw an emaciated person, a morose person, and an amiable person.  LABEL all three pictures.

4. What is a synonym (not the definition) for the word undaunted?

5. What is the word people most often use for a tarpaulin when camping? ______________________

6. When are you most pensive? ______________________

7. Who hates being motley in the story? ______________________

8. What vocabulary word is very similar to the word temerity? ______________________

Name:
Chapter 1

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. What effect has the Depression had upon the Logan family?

2.  Why are the calendars of the white school and the black school different?

3. Two Questions: Why is Jeremy often ridiculed by other children?  Why do you think he continues to walk with Cassie’s family?

4.  Find at least 5 similarities and differences between Great Faith and Jefferson Davis.
	Similarities (Both schools…)
	Differences (GF does this while JD does… -or- JD does this while GF does…)

	1.

	1.

	2.

	2.

	3.

	3.

	4.

	4.

	5.

	5.


5. Why doesn’t Cassie like her teacher Miss Crocker?

6. Two Questions:  Why is Little Man upset about the school books?  Do you think he should have refused the book?

7. What does Mrs. Logan’s reaction to the book incident reveal about her character?

8. Practice determining importance.  On page 5, the author writes about how the Logan family was able to buy the land.  Create a timeline below using at least 3 details from the story showing how the Logan’s received their land.
Name:
Hour:

Word Smart

Chapter 2 and 3 Vocabulary

From your reading and/or the definitions given, write original sentences which show you understand the meaning of the following words.

1. scoffed: to mock or scorn

2. sinewy: lean and strong; vigorous

3. chiffonier: a larger dresser or chest of drawers with a mirror

4. kin: a relative

5. caravan: a single file of vehicles

6. inaccessible: unapproachable

7. glowered: to look or stare angrily or sullenly

8. formidable: awesome, admirable, arousing fear

9. conspiratorially: to plan together secretly, to accomplish a legal purpose through illegal means

10. transfixed: to pierce through, to be motionless because of fear or awe.

Name:

Hour: 

Chapter 2 and 3 Review:
In chapter 2, there is a lot happening that the parents are aware of, but since this story is told from the perspective of the children, the parents have not told the kids everything that is happening if you focus on predictions and inferences.   

	Question
	Your prediction/inference
	I think that…

	Mama sent a letter to Papa.  Predict:  What do you think Mama’s letter was about?

	I predict 
	because

	In Papa’s surprise visit, Papa brings home Mr. L.T. Morrison with him. Predict: Why do you think Mr. Morrison is now living with the Logan’s?
	I predict 


	because

	Mr. Morrison was fired from his job for fighting, claiming the others were responsible.  Infer: Why was Mr. Morrison fired and the others were not?
	I infer 
	because

	An allusion is referring to a famous historical or literary person or event within another story.  Infer: Do you think the author chose John Henry as the name of one of her characters intentionally?  Why would she choose that name?
	I infer 

	because

	Infer: Why does Papa not want the kids at the Wallace Store Dancin’ Room?

	I infer
	because


Chapter 3
Revenge is a reoccurring theme in this book, demonstrating in the end the effect revenge has on people.  Look for examples of revenge while you are reading.  
Determining Importance: REVENGE!  Little Man is frustrated because Jefferson Davis has two school buses, and the bus nearly runs them over getting them dirty every day.  In the squares below, draw how the kids get revenge on the bus.  

1.Bus nearly runs     2. Logan kids plot     3. Logan kids enact      4. Later their revenge   5. The final result.

kids down.
           revenge!   
    revenge! 

   looks different.
	
	
	
	
	


2. Cassie is a witness to something she believes is revenge for their actions.  What does she see?
Name:
Hour:

Chapter 4 Review

Answer the following in complete sentences.

1. Why was Sam Tatum tarred and feathered?  

2. Although this was a terrible act, why are the Logan children relieved?

3. Why doesn’t Stacey feel the same way about Mr. Morrison as the other children in the family?

4. Do you think T.J. is a good friend to Stacey?

5. Do you think Stacey should have covered up for T.J.’s cheating?  Do you think Stacey should have taken the blame?

6. Why does Mr. Morrison fetch the children from the Wallace store?

7. Why does Mama take the children to visit Mr. Berry instead of scolding or whipping them?

8. What is Mama’s plan to show black displeasure with the Wallace’s and their bigotry?

Name: 

Hour:

Listening and Applying Chapter 4 Vocabulary

Based on the class discussion, write the meanings of the following words.  Then answer the questions below that deal with these words.

Listless: _______________________________________________________________

Rivet: _______________________________________________________________

Disfigurement: __________________________________________________________

Discourse: _____________________________________________________________

Wizened: ______________________________________________________________

1. If a friend of yours began acting uncharacteristically listless, what would you do?

2. If you wanted to have an earnest and intelligent discourse with the author Mildred Taylor, how would you go about it?

3. What can people do about facial disfigurement?

4. What might rivet your attention?

5. What fairy-tale character comes to mind when you think about a woman with wizened features?

Name:

Hour:

Chapter 5 Notes

Going to Strawberry…

Why can’t the Logan’s park up front?

Why is Cassie interested in seeing Mr. Jamison?  Who is he?

Describe his manners with the blacks in the story?

List three things that happened when T.J., Stacey, and Cassie go into the store.

1.

2.

3.

Who is Mr. Barnett?

What happens when Lillian Jean and Jeremy come along?

Who is Mr. Simms?

Was it the right thing to do when Big Ma told Cassie to apologize?

Name:
ROTHMC versusThe Color Purple
Finding three Similarities and five Differences between ROTHMC and The Color Purple.

[image: image1]
1. In your own words, explain how chapter 5 in ROTHMC is an example of stereotyping during the Depression era south.  Include how the characters are stereotyped. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. In your own words, explain how The Color Purple is an example of stereotyping during the Depression era south.  Include how the characters are stereotyped. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:

Hour:

Illustrate
Chapter 5-6 Vocabulary

Draw a picture for each word that illustrates the meaning of the word.

Wary

Malevolent

Falter

Chignon

Languid

Name:

Hour:

Chapter 6 Notes

1. Draw it: Silent ride home from the town of ______________________.

2. Uncle Hammer comes to the house.  Describe Uncle Hammer including what he symbolizes in the story.

3. Cassie tells what happened after she left the store.  Two people make her mad in town.  They were ______________________ and ______________________.

4. Uncle Hammer leaves the house angry.  Mama tries to stop him.  What is he about to do?

5. How is Hammer’s response different from the way Papa Logan would respond?

6. Who gets in the car with Uncle Hammer? ______________________

7. Mama tries explaining slavery and prejudice to Cassie.  Describe what she tells her, including how Cassie is stereotyped by Lillian Jean.

8. Cassie finds out that Uncle Hammer didn’t hurt anyone last night.  What happened instead?

9. Stacey gets a new coat.  Who is jealous? ______________________

10. The family takes a drive in Uncle Hammer’s car.  What kind of car is it? _____________

11. Who has a car just like it but just one year older? ______________________

12. On the bridge, Uncle Hammer speeds past whom? ______________________

13. The kids think this is great, but what does Mama say?
Name:
Hour:

Who said that?

Identify the speaker of each quote.  Possible answers include: Cassie, Mama, T.J., Papa, Uncle Hammer, Stacey, and Mr. Jamison.

1. I’ll show ya’ll how we’re gonna stop that bus from splashing us.” (Chapter 3)

______________________
2. “Look out there, Cassie girl.  All that belongs to you.  You ain’t never had to live on nobody’s place but your own and as long as I live and the family survives, you’ll never have to.  That’s important.” (Chapter 1) 

______________________

3. “If you ain’t got the brains of a flea to see that this T.J. fellow made a fool of you, then you’ll never get anywhere in this world.  It’s tough out there, boy, and as long as there are people, there’s gonna be somebody truing to take what you got and trying to drag you down.  It’s up to you whether you let them or not.” (Chapter 7)

______________________

4. “I’m a Southerner, born and bred, but that doesn’t mean I approve of all that goes on here, and there are a lot of other white people who feel the same.” (Chapter 7)

______________________

5. “I’d sell my life for that gun.  One of these days I’m gonna have it, too.” (Chapter 5)

______________________

6. “We been waiting on you for near an hour, while you ‘round here waiting on everybody else.  And it ain’t fair.  You got no right…” (Chapter 5)

______________________

7. “Baby, we have no choice of what color we’re born or who our parents are or whether we’re rich or poor.  What we do have is some choice over what we make of our lives once we’re here.
______________________

Name:

Hour:

Word Smart 

Complete on your own!

Chapter 7

Define the following words and use appropriately in a sentence:

Inaudible

Definition:

Sentence:

Collateral


Definition:


Sentence:

Generated


Definition:


Sentence:

Banish


Definition:


Sentence:

Prophesy


Definition:


Sentence:

Name:

Hour:

Chapter 8 Notes
1. Papa tells Cassie, “There are things you can’t back down on, things you gotta take a stand on.  But it’s up to you to decide what them things are.”  Do you agree with Papa’s saying?  Why or why not?  
2. Do you think Uncle Hammer would agree?  Why or why not?

3. Cassie carries Lillian Jean’s books for her the entire month of January.  How is this part of her plan for revenge?

4. How does Cassie feel about her revenge?  Does Lillian Jean “get it”?

5. T.J. gets caught “cheatin’” by Mama.  What was his response?

6. For revenge, T.J. tells _______________ that Mama _________________________ the books at Great Faith Elementary.

7.  What three people show up at Great Faith Elementary?  What do they do to Mama?
8. _______________ overheard T.J. telling on Mama at the Wallace store.

9. Describe the Logan children’s reaction.

10. Describe T.J.’s reaction to the Logan children.

Name:
Hour:

Chapter 9

Give four pieces of evidence that the Logan family is feeling the effect of Mama losing her job.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Infer: What is the real reason Papa puts off going back to the railroad.

Give two reasons as to why Mr. Lanier and Mr. Avery can not continue to boycott the Wallace store.

1.

2.

Three pieces of evidence that T.J. is getting out of control.

1.

2.

3.


[image: image2]
Name:

Hour:

You Decide

Chapter 9-10 Vocabulary

1. Define each word.

2. Use each meaning in a sentence which tells it’s meaning OR illustrate the meaning.

1. Fallow

2. Furrow

3. Exasperation

4. Despondent

5. Ventured

Name:

Hour:

Chapter 10 Notes

Name three reasons Papa doesn’t contact Uncle Hammer and/or why Mama wants Mr. Morrison to leave.

1.

2.

3.


[image: image3]
Name the two most important things Jeremy and the Logan children talked about in the woods.

1.

2.

What is the greatest piece of evidence that there is a strong family tie between Uncle Hammer, the family, and the land?

1.

List three important things we learn from T.J. when he comes to the revival.

1.

2.

3.

Predict: What do you think is going to happen in Strawberry with T.J. and the Simms’?

Name:

Hour:

Act the Word

Chapter 11 and 12 Vocabulary

1. Write a definition for each word.

2. Describe how you could possible physically act out this word. 

1. Despicable

2. Interminable

3. Placid

4. Crescendo

5. Billowed

Name:

Hour:

Chapter 11 Notes

1.

[image: image4]
2. T.J. wants out of the group and wants to confess.  What do R.W. and Melvin do?

3. T.J. goes to the Logan’s for help.  How does Stacey help?

4. Events at the Avery home:

1. T.J. crawls through his bedroom window.

2. Kaleb Wallace shows up at the Avery home.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8. Cassie, Christopher John, and Little Man go back home to warn Papa and Mr. Morrison.

Name:
Hour:

Chapter 12 Notes

1.  Mr. Morrison and the kids are angry for leaving at night.  Papa threatens to ______________________ them.  This is prevented when the kids report what has happened.  Papa and Mr. Morrison leave.

Mama begs them not to use the ______________________.

Events that lead up to T.J. not being lynched.

1. Big Ma and Mama smell smoke.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

How does Mr. Jamison keep Kaleb Wallace from moving his car?

Circle one: Mr. Barnett 
LIVED

DIED  
Did Papa find a way to not use the gun?  Explain.

Choose one to answer:

A. What does fire and lightning symbolize?

B. What does rain and Cassie’s tears symbolize?
Name:
Hour:

Themes in Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Revenge is a major theme in ROTHMC.  To demonstrate theme, you need to look at the major details in the story.  Weather as an echo of human emotions is a major theme in the story.  Go back and consider the following.
1. Mr. Morrison is described as having a “deep, quiet voice like the roll of low thunder” (32).  How do you think this description fits his character?

2. The book mentions that the rain began in October and that the Logan children were soaked not simply due to inclement weather (36).  What were they soaked from and how did this make all the children but particularly Little Man feel?

3. “The tat-tat of the rain against the tin roof changed to a deafening roar that sounded as if thousands of giant rocks were being hurled against the earth.  By morning, the heavy rain became a drizzle…” (39).  What plan did Stacey and the kids carry out next?

After the event, what did the weather do?

4. “A clap of deafening thunder replaced Mr. Avery’s words” (53).  What do the kids think is happening?   

5. “But Uncle Hammer gently but firmly pushed her to one side and, brushing Big Ma from his arm, opened the door and bounded down the steps into the light rain” (104).  What does Uncle Hammer intend to do?  Why?
6. “When they were to return, it began to rain, a hard swelling summer rain” (176).  Later it says, “None of us hear it comin’ cause of the rain” (181).  What major event happened during this rain storm?

7. What happened during the worst storm in the book?

Name:

Hour:

Analyzing Themes in Poetry
1. What does a mask do?

2. Paul Laurence Dunbar is a renowned Harlem Renaissance poet.  Read through Paul Laurence Dunbar’s We Wear the Mask, to figure out the symbolic nature of the mask in his poem.  Write on the side notes you take and underline key ideas you determine to be important.
  Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872-1906) 

              We Wear the Mask 

    WE wear the mask that grins and lies, 

1
    It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes,— 
2

    This debt we pay to human guile; 


3
    With torn and bleeding hearts we smile, 

4
    And mouth with myriad subtleties. 

5
    Why should the world be over-wise, 

6
    In counting all our tears and sighs? 

7
    Nay, let them only see us, while 


8
            We wear the mask. 



9
    We smile, but, O great Christ, our cries 

10
    To thee from tortured souls arise. 


11
    We sing, but oh the clay is vile 


12
    Beneath our feet, and long the mile; 

13

    But let the world dream otherwise, 

14
            We wear the mask! 



15
3. What are the people wearing the mask covering up?
4. What is the theme of this poem?  Explain your thinking.

5. What lines were of most value to help you figure out the theme?  Explain your thinking.
Group Members:

Hour:

Freeze Frame

A freeze frame is a moment in time during a chapter that you interpret what is happening only using your body.  This must be done without words.  You have to determine what is most important in the chapter and then show us your interpretation.

1. Which chapter does your group have to Freeze Frame?

2. What are the most important events that happen in your chapter?  Use your Reading Check to help you.  (No more than five events).


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.

3. Use the book to help you draw out your events below: 
1.




2.




3.

4.




5.

4. Below each event, write what each person in your group is going to do to help others understand what you are doing.  Your group will earn 3 game points by having people accurately guess what scene you are doing.  Also, those with the correct answer will earn 1 game point.
ROTHMC Study Guide

Checklist

_____1. Review all Reading Check sheets.

_____2. Complete Vocabulary multiple intelligences sheet.

_____3.  Review Vocabulary using your best multiple intelligence.

_____4.  After studying, reanalyze what words you know well and which you still need
to work on.  Still review the ones you know, but spend more time on the words
you do not know.

_____5. Go to Mrs. Carr’s website to review elements of historical context.

_____6. Be able to understand words such as:

· Historical context

· Theme

· Distortion

· Stereotypes

You make the choice to study or not to study.

Would you like to end up like person A or B?  

Which brings less internal and/or external conflict?  Circle one of the choices or create your own goal.
Consider what YOU want and how YOU are going to get there.  Create a plan and stick to it. 
Also, consider which multiple intelligence is your strongest when creating your plan for studying.
[image: image6.wmf]A.
[image: image5.wmf]   B.      _______________ C.
Everyone has goals in life.  Often, people fail to reach their goals because:


A. They don’t have a plan


B. They have a plan, but they don’t stick to their plan.

If you don’t believe me, consider how many New Year’s Resolutions get broken every year:  

75% don’t make it past the first week.  

71% break it after two weeks.  

64% stop after one month.

46% quit after six months.    



Prior to taking the test:
1. How do you plan to study to get your goal grade of __________ on the Comprehension test?

2. How do you plan to study to get your goal grade of __________ on the Vocabulary test? 
3. How many minutes/hours are you going to study?  What day(s) are you considering?

3. Is this realistic to help you achieve your goal?  Explain your thinking.



After the tests come back:

1. Did you achieve your goal?  What made you achieve your goal or what do you think went wrong?

2. Did you stick to your plan?  Why or why not?

3. How will you evolve your plan for next time, if at all?

The book





The movie





5. 





4. 





3.





2. 





1. 





Draw in five steps what happened on the way back from Vicksburg.





In three steps, illustrate                  Mr. Morrison’s encounter with   Mr. Wallace





1.





2. 





3. 





Draw the order of events during the break in.








1.		





2.		





3. 





4. 





5. 








