The Name Game: What’s in a Name?
For tonight’s homework, you have three tasks.

1. Interview your parents about your name.  Within your interview, you need to discover the following:

· the meaning behind your name

· the story behind how you received your name

· whether you are named after someone

· whether your heritage influenced your namesake i.e. Patrick is an Irish name.

2. Upon completion of the interview, write a minimum ½ page summary of your findings in your Writer’s Notebook as Writer’s Notebook Entry #2: The Name Game.  See the sample I included below.
3. Find a picture of yourself that can be used to glue onto a poster.  
Sample
The naming of a child in my family centered around drama.  First, meet my parents: my mother, better known as Mrs. Brady from The Brady Bunch, and my father, hippie Grateful Dead lead singer Jerry Garcia.  How these two found each other may have been an act of God.  Some would say opposites attract, which leads to the encompassing problem.

In their unique individuality, my mother wanted simple traditional names, such as Jennifer or Jonathan David.  Not my Dad.  In his rocker spirit, he was dead set on names such as Cindy and Donna, with Cyndi Lauper and Madonna leading the Top 40 charts at the time.  Upon discovering the baby was a girl, the only name this couple could agree on was Valerie Lynn.  I like to believe it was because of the hippy nature of the meaning of my first and middle name: “strong waterfall.”  

